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DISCUSSION:

Hastening The Day e Inwhat ways have you been aware of living in the ‘state’ of His
A Discipleship Intensive Grace?
STUDY GUIDE e How have you been aware of His growing you in the knowledge of

. the Lord Jesus Christ?
Erilynne. Barnum

e Talk about how this series has impacted your growth in His grace
and knowledge.

Recommended use of Hastening The Day as A Discjpleship Intensive is

Discipleship Teaching (approx. 45 mins.) REFLECTION/ APPLICATION:
Small Group (approx. 45 mins.)

Reflection / Application Teaching (approx. 20 mins.)

If your schedule does not allow for the above pattern the Application Teaching
can also be used as a preparation for small group facilitators.
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'! A Ministry Of Proclamation

“...that the God of our Lord Jesus Chrigt, the Father of glory, may give

Ariel /A Ministry of Proclamation toyou a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him. |
) pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened so that you may
is a trademark of know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of
Ariel/A Ministry of Proclamation Hisinheritancein the saints and what is the surpassing greatness of His

power toward us who believe.” Ephesians 1:17-19a




Lesson 6

“Christian, Keep Growing”

INTRO:

The Apostle has been telling us of the coming Day of the

Lord and in light of this how we as Christians are to live our lives. As
Peter ends his message to us, he calls us to “grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” What does it mean
to grow in grace...and grow in the knowledge of Jesus?

TEACHING: scripturestaken from NASB
e Why Grow?

=

Growth is necessary
-- Never ‘mechanical’

-- Always ‘organic’, ‘vital’ Mark 4:26-32
= NT Scriptures speak of the progression
-- ‘born again’ John 3:3-6
-- ‘babesin Chrigt’ 1Cor 3.1
-- ‘putting away childish things 1Cor 1311
e ...in Grace??
= Itisnot........ ‘graciousness’ alone

possession of Christian ‘graces alone
John 1:16

= BUT...Graceis God’sfavor given in Jesus
-- Living (standing) in a‘state of grace’ Rom 5:2
-- Saved from sin and self Rom 5:9-10
-- Method: Obedience Rom 6:14
e ...inknowledge
= growing in understanding of the truth in Jesus Christ

-- the whole plan and purpose of God's salvation

-- the whole of God'’s plan for the world and cosmos
-- the nature of spiritual conflict
grounded in

-- doctrinal truth through the Scriptures
-- the knowledge of Him

Phil 3:10

In these upcoming sessions what we will be studying is the Biblical view of the course of the world's history and future,
especially as presented by the Apostle Peter in 2 Peter 3:10-18. This is certainly a central theme in the New
Testament standing out prominently in every epistle. You can find reference to it in every Book somewhere and in the
Gaospels our Lord Jesus Christ was constantly speaking of it.

This is a subject which receives a good deal of attention today. Because of world wars, continuing areas of harsh military
conflict, the unceriainty of life between the wars, “9/ 117 and the present War on Terror, it isn’t at all surprising that
people who think at all are asking such questions as:

Is there any purpose in any of ité
W[5 there any object to it allé

m What is it all leading to?

w What really lies abead of ns?

Al of us desire to know if there is any real ‘purpose” to life becanse that will, in turn, affect the way in which we lve
our life. This is exactly the point with which Peter deals so clearly in the passage we will be looking at in the coming
months.

Current world philosophies include a kind of “progressive inevitability” by which all things continue and progress along
(even God); a theory of “cycles” (which the ancient Greeks also believed) in which proponents say that history is nothing
but a turning round in cycles; the scientific view of today which compares the world as we know it to a cock which has
been wonnd up but which is gradually nnwinding itself and running down — there will be an end of time and history will
end; and, then, the current view of today’s historians which simply states that history is a meaningless, lawless and
shapeless sequence of events.

Taking all these theories and putting them over against the biblical view shows us that the view of the bible is altogether
different from everything else. History, says the bible, first and foremost is definitely under the control of God. 1t is not
blind, unintelligible or unintelligent. The Bible tells ns that God began the process, invented tinse, brought time into the
scheme of things and that He is sovereign over it. The Béble tell us that it is GOD’S REVEILATION and if you

look at history in the light of it you will see how it is being worked out.

The Christian is one who really lives in the light of the Biblical view of history and believes that this world, because of
sin, must ultimately be destroyed. The Biblical prediction is ‘wars and rumors of wars’ and ‘troubles’. We are not to
be depressed by it. The hope of the Christian is the new heaven and the new earth, the glovy which is awaiting ns with
God in Christ.

Whatever we have to endure in life, whatever circumstances may do to us, if we are children of God in Jesus Christ, we
are heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ. And, as certainly as we are alive today, there is a new heaven and a new
earth coming, and if you and I belong to Christ we are going to live in that world. That és the doctrine that was
preached to the first Christians. That is the doctrine that enabled them to die gladly for that faith and which has
sustained God's people thronghont all of history. It is the only true optimism today.

Let us listen to the words of the Apostle Peter and others in the Bible who teach us to wact for that blessed hope. That
we may even long for and looR for the glory that is yet to be revealed, which is God's promise to His own children in
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen!
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Lesson 1
“What Does The Future Hold?”

INTRO: Whenever we pray “Thy Kingdom come...”, we are asking
the Lord two things. We are asking for Him to intervene in our world and,
we are also asking Him to bring about His kingdom. We, as Christians,
know that ultimately God is sovereign over time, that there is ultimately an
end to history as we know it, and that our hope is in His intervention in
history, inour lives. What is it that the Bible teaches about these things?

TEACHING: scripturestaken from NASB

e Thecoming of the “ Day of the Lord” 2 Pet 3:10
= “will come like athief” Matt 24:42-44
Luke 12:35-40
1Thess5:1-11
= “heavenswill pass away with aroar” Isaiah 34:4
2 Pet 3:7,12
= “the elements will be destroyed” Isaiah 24:19
Micah 1:1-4
= “theearth ‘and itsworks will be burned up”
1 Cor 3:10-15

How can there be any hope?
= “looking forward’
-- to the Day and His coming

2 Pet 3:12
-- beyond the predicted 2 Pet 3:13
-- to the new 2 Pet 3:14

e What’sthe connection?
= Not an impersonal cosmic implosion 2Pet 3:14

-- an encounter with the personal and living God

Acts1:9-11
-- Our response matters 1Cor 1:4-9
-- our responsibility is great 2Pet 3:11

2 Pet 3:8-9

DISCUSSION:

e Inwhat ways have you thought about the Lord’ s return in reference
to your own life?

e Do you think it’s possible to fulfill the demands of, and enjoy, our
everyday life and still eagerly anticipate the second coming of the
Lord Jesus? In what ways can we do that?

e Talk about how you feel in reference to being instrumentsto help
bring about the Lord’ s return.

REFLECTION/ APPLICATION:

Next L esson:
“Christian, Keep Growing”
Read and Journal:

2 Peter 3:10-18, Romans 5
and John 1:9-18




INTRO

Lesson 5

“How Can We Speed ‘ The Day’ ?”

As we continue to look at this passage in 2™ Peter, we discover

that in some way we seem to be able to “hasten” or “speed” this “day of the
Lord”. Isthisreally possible? It isnot that God's time is changeable, but He
appoints us as instruments of accomplishing those things which must be first

before that “day” can come. What things are to be accomplished?

TEACHING: scripturestaken from NASB

“Looking for (eagerly awaiting, expectant) 2 Peter 3:12-14
= Hiscoming Rev 22:20
= anew heavens and new earth Is65:17-25
= to be found faithful by Him Luke18:1-8

Praying for
= Histestimony confirmed in us 1Cor 1:4-9
= our future transformation Phil 3:20-4:1

= ‘Thy kingdom come...”(Lord’s Prayer) Matt 6:9-13
Preaching the Gospel to all nations and,
bringing those to salvation for whom the
longsuffering of God waitsto save Luke 24:45-49
= verbal testimony Acts1:7-8
= preaching Rom 10:9-15
= Prayer, love and mercy Jude 20-25
Living holy and Godly lives Rom 8:1-25
= if Hiscoming is delayed because
of our sin then we can encourage His
return by our obedience 2Pet 3:11& 14

Acts 3:18-21, Rom 8:12-17

DISCUSSION:

In the face of such predicted destruction how do | feel about it
all? What are my fears? My hopes?

What do | feel about things as they are at this present time? In
the world around us? In my life? Do my fears overshadow the
hope that isreal in Jesus?

Share how we can respond to the invitation of the Lord to look
beyond the judgment to come and long for His coming and our
being with Him.

REFLECTION/ APPLICATION:

Next L esson:
‘How Will God Keep His Promise
Read and Journal:
2 Peter 3:10-18,
2 Peter 1 and John 6:37-40




Lesson 2

“How Will God Keep His Promise?”

INTRO:

makes this promise through the prophet:

In the 65" chapter of the book of Isaiah and verse 17, God

“For behold, | create new heavensand a new earth; and theformer
things shall not be remembered or cometo mind.”

Peter reminds us of this promise in 2 Peter 3:13. How is God going to keep

this promise?

TEACHING: scripturestaken from NIV

e Hehasdoneit........

=

the whole purpose of God

-- first time around

-- the curse of human sin
salvation -- one will come

-- the promise through a people
-- Jesus has come

e Heisdoingit........

=

the promise of things to come
-- anew kind of world

-- the peaceable kingdom
renewal and restoration

-- creation is waiting

-- Christians are waiting

e Hewilldoit......

=

what we are hoping for

-- the “new” heavens and earth
-- promise fulfilled
transformation longed for

-- being “richly welcomed”

-- being like Him

-- receiving the inheritance

Gen 1:1-2:4
Gen 3:17-18
Gen 3:15
|saiah 9:6-7
Gal 4:3-7

|saiah 11:6-9

|saiah 65:17-25
Rom 8:20-23
2 Cor 3:18

Rom 8:23-24
2 Pet 3:13
Rev 21 & 22

2Pet 1:11
Phil 3:20-21
Rom 8:16-17

DISCUSSION:

e Share times when you have experienced remembering certain basic
truthsin your life and been strengthened in the moment by them.

e What are some of the situations and times when you have felt it the
hardest to stand firm on the truth? Why did that happen?

e What are some of the things we can do to be on our guard and to
keep on the alert?

REFLECTION/ APPLICATION:

Next Lesson:
“How Can We Speed ‘The Day’ ?”
Read and Journal:
2 Peter 3:10-18
and Romans 8:1-25




Lesson 4

“Christian, Be On Your Guard”

INTRO:

At our last session, we visited Peter’s question, “What

sort of people ought you to be...?” The Scripturestell us we are to be found
by the Lord in peace, spotless and blameless, and anticipating the coming

Day of the Lord. In knowing these things, Peter tells usthat we areto “beon
your guard lest, being carried away by...error..., you fall from your own

steadfastness...” (2 Peter 3:17) How are weto be “on guard”?

TEACHING: scripturestaken from NASB

e “Knowing beforehand...”
= willful ignorance
= remember the words spoken
-- the Word and the prophets...
-- “gdir it up”
= Jesus words
-- to be kept from stumbling
-- remembering under the trail
e “Beonyou guard lest...”
= You areled away by error
-- Peter remembers

-- drifting, being carried away, being led
Luke 21: 34-36

-- danger of seduction
= You fall from steadfastness
-- be careful how you walk

-- understand what the will of God is

-- be filled with the Spirit
e “Keeponthealert...”
= Guard the treasure entrusted
-- avoid the worldly
-- be about the work
-- through the Holy Spirit

2 Peter 3:17
2 Peter 3:5
2 Peter 3:1-2

2 Peter 1:12
John 16: 1-4
2 Peter 3:17

Gal 2:13
Heb 2:1

2 Peter 3:17
Eph 5:7-21

Luke 21:36
2Tim 1:14
1Tim6:20

Mark 13:33-37

2Tim 1:14

DISCUSSION:

theworld. Istherefear attached to it? Why?

e Talk about how the whole idea of the end destruction is somehow

tied into God' s salvation promise in Jesus.

e When, if ever, have you experienced the deep longing for being
with Jesus in our new home with all things made new?

REFLECTION/ APPLICATION:

Next Lesson:
“What Kind of People
AreWeto Be”
Read and Journal: 2 Peter 3:10-18,
1 Peter 2:4-12and | Thess. 4:1:8

Share the kinds of things you think of when thinking of the end of



Lesson 3

“What Kind Of People Are We To Be?”

INTRO:

for us as children of God and how He will keep His promise for a new heaven
and anew earth. Inlight of this, Peter asks the question, “What sort of people

We have looked at the way in which the Lord God is going to
bring about the end of thisage. The Scriptures tell us what the future holds

ought youto be...?”

TEACHING: scripturestaken from NASB

Found by Him in peace 2 Peter 3:14
= Basic scriptural concept 1s54:10

= The essence of the gospel Acts 10:34-36

-- reconciliation with God Rom 5:1

-- fellowship with God Phil 4:7

= A gift of God Micah 4:1-4

Found by Him spotless and blameless...

=
=
=

Unashamed Gen 2:25
Driven fromglory -- the shameof sin  Gen 3:22-24
Redeemed with His precious blood 1Pet 1:13-21
-- His blood; unblemished and spotless

-- the church; holy and blameless Eph 5:26-27
-- the Christian; cleansed by Hisblood 1 John 1.7

Found by Him looking for HisDay...

=
=

Motivated to holiness 2Pet 3:11
Being made fit to live with Him 1John 1:1-3
-- diligence 2 Pet 1:10-11
-- responsibility

holy forms of behavior

godly deeds
Called and empowered to partake 2Pet 1.2-4

DISCUSSION:

e How does your knowledge of the “end times’ motivate your
behavior? Are you motivated by fear of judgment? Or, hope for
our new “home”? Why?

In what ways do you see the “peace of God” manifested in your
life?

e How can we help and motivate each other to be the sort of people
who can be “welcomed” into the eternal kingdom, our “new”
world?

REFLECTION/ APPLICATION:

Next Lesson:
“Christian, Be on Your Guard”
Read and Journal:

2 Peter 3:10-18,

Luke 21:25-36 and Eph 5:1-21




